
Begins in Durban   Duration  9 days   Highlights Golden Gate, Royal Natal NP, Cathedral Peak, Giants Castle

This 9-day leisure tour to the Drakensberg has been especially designed for city dwellers who need somewhere to ‘get away 
from it all’ - to  taste crisp, fresh and unpolluted mountain air, to revel in dramatically beautiful mountainscapes, and, when the 
notion takes you, to relax, read, or simply do nothing. Various leisure activities are available at all our destinations, both indoor 
and outdoor, with the main focus on this tour being relaxation in all its different guises.
So, join us on this “High Country Getaway”- relax and enjoy...

GOLDEN GATE  Day 1 & 2
We will collect you from home and take you to the airport to see you on to your outward 
flight, our des�na�on being the sandstone hills and valleys of the north-eastern Free State. 
On arrival at Golden Gate, we check in to our comfortable accommoda�on at the Golden 
Gate Hotel and Chalets. The lodge complex is tastefully located in the foothills of the Malu� 
Mountains, with stunning views of the surrounding high country. The park derives its name 
from the brilliant shades of gold cast by the se�ng sun on 
the park's sandstone cliffs.
We do a leisurely game drive in our minibus to seek out 
the local wildlife. Species such as Burchell’s zebra, black 

wildebeest, blesbok, eland, and grey rhebok are o�en encountered, peacefully grazing on the 
grassland slopes.  
Special birds include the majes�c Bearded Vulture (Lammergeier) and Bald Ibis, both of 
which nest on the sandstone cliffs. There is a variety of easy walks and strolls from the lodge 
complex. During our stay we visit nearby Clarens, with its vibrant atmosphere and trendy 
shops and restaurants.                    Stay at Golden Gate Hotel or Chalets (2 nights)

ROYAL NATAL NATIONAL PARK  Day 3
Bidding farewell to the Malu�s we drive the rela�vely short distance to Royal Natal Na�onal 
Park, and into the ‘Berg. The ‘Royal’ addi�on to the original name was awarded a�er the 
Bri�sh Royal Family’s visit there in 
1947. The Amphitheatre - backdrop 
to our accommoda�on at Thendele 
Camp - is  widely regarded as one of 
the most impressive cliff faces on 

earth. It is over 5 kilometres in length and has precipitous cliffs rising 
approximately 1,220 metres along its en�re length. The Tugela Falls, the 
world's second highest waterfall, plunge downward for 948 metres from 
the brink of the cliff face. Mont-aux-Sources - 3254 m in height - is clearly 
visible from the camp.   Stay at Thendele Camp, Royal Natal NP (1 night)
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CATHEDRAL PEAK  Day 4 - 6
We now head further southward, heading for the well-known Cathedral Peak Hotel - 
a perennial favourite among lovers of the ‘Berg. The hotel is beau�fully situated in 
the Drakensberg foothills, with impressive vistas over mountain and valley. Indoor 
ac�vi�es include table tennis, a games room, a fully equipped gym with steam bath, 
and a beauty therapist where you are encouraged to relax and be pampered. 
Outdoor leisure ac�vi�es include tennis, squash, bowls, outdoor chess, fly fishing 

and an immaculate 9-hole golf course. For those who simply 
wish to put their feet up, the stylish hotel lounge is a quiet 
refuge in which to relax.                          
The rich heritage of the Drakensberg embraces not only 
San pain�ngs and wildlife but also many sites of fierce 
ba�les between Boer and Brit. We will tour the ba�lefield 
site of Spioenkop, with its solemn monuments, on a tall hill 
overlooking the floodplain of the Tugela River. Later we move 
on to lively Ladysmith, which the Boers put to siege at the 
beginning of the Anglo-Boer War, and browse the exhibits in the 
fascina�ng siege museum.

The next day has many leisure op�ons - you may choose from any of the ac�vi�es 
on offer, or simply relax and enjoy the tranquillity of the ‘Berg.  
Stay at Cathedral Peak Hotel (3 nights)
 

GIANTS CASTLE  Day 7 & 8
Giant's Castle Game Reserve lies in the Central ‘Berg 
region of the Ukhahlamba Drakensberg Park. Its name 
comes from the silhoue�e of the mountain escarpment 
that resembles the profile of a sleeping giant. Our camp 
is situated on a grassy plateau among deep valleys that 
run downward from the face of the High ‘Berg, offering 
glorious vistas of the surrounding landscapes. The Main 
Caves Bushman Museum is a half-hour walk from the 
camp, and the recent upgrade to the camp complex has 
brought with it a curio shop, pub and restaurant. 
We have two nights and a full day here to really enjoy 
this idyllic getaway. 

Stay at Giants Castle (2 nights)

MIDLANDS MEANDER  Day 9                          
We leave Giant’s Castle to enjoy a journey along the well-known 
‘Midlands Meander’ from Lion's River to Mooi River. Many ar�sts 
and cra�ers of all disciplines have se�led here, and we'll visit 
several of the most interes�ng studios and shops. Apart from 
enjoying the work on display, and mee�ng some of the 
'characters' who live and work here, it's a good opportunity to 
shop for unique gi�s. Later we arrive at King Shaka Airport to 
wing our way to Cape Town or Johannesburg, where Landscape 
staff will be wai�ng to whisk you safely home.
        
     HOMEWARD BOUND...


