
Begins in Windhoek   Duration  12 days   Highlights Sossusvlei, Swakopmund, Etosha Na�onal Park

Rugged desert and mountain landscapes; the stark simplicity of rock and sand; magical light and colour effects over vast 
distances; friendly and vibrant people; and superb nature and game-viewing opportunities. These are all strands in the vast 
tapestry that is Namibia. Join us as we fly you to Windhoek for an exciting and unforgettable 12-day safari into central Namibia 
- and share in its diversity of African experiences.

TO WINDHOEK AND THE NAMIB DESERT  Day 1 & 2 
DAY 1.  On arrival in Windhoek, you will be met by your guide and 
transferred to your lodge on the outskirts of Windhoek.                      
Stay at a lodge near Windhoek (1 night)
DAY 2.  Leaving Windhoek, we depart for the Namib Desert, travelling 
through the Nauklu� Mountains to the remote outpost of Solitaire, a 
famous local landmark where we stop to take in some local colour. Plants 
and animals have adapted to life in this remorseless, arid environment - 
the oldest living desert on earth - and Solitaire is a �ny oasis amidst an 
unforgiving desert. Our lodge blends subtly with the natural environment, 
and has uninterrupted views over the Namib’s limitless horizons. We check 
in and se�le into the comforts of our accommoda�on.

TO SOSSUSVLEI  DAY 3 
We make an early morning departure for famous Sossusvlei in the Namib Nauklu� Park. We travel in our minibus among 

spectacular dunes, where colours can vary during the day from amber 
to apricot pink. Reaching the very end of the road we con�nue by 
4-wheel drive vehicle into the oasis of Sossusvlei itself. Here you will 
have �me to explore this sun-baked landscape, and climb some of the 
nearby dunes. A�er leaving the park, we visit Sesriem Canyon. Later, 
we return to our lodge, where you can enjoy the rest of the a�ernoon 
at leisure, strolling, taking a 
nap or cooling off in the 
sparkling pool. You may join 
your guide on another 
interes�ng nature walk, or, as 
an op�onal extra, take the 
“Sundowner Drive” with lodge 
staff on an open vehicle into 
the surrounding desert areas.             

Stay at Namib Nauklu� Lodge or similar (2 nights)

NAMIBIA ETOSHA AND THE DESERTS
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KUISEB CANYON AND SWAKOPMUND  Day 4 & 5
Today we head out across the desert once more - this �me to the Kuiseb 
Canyon and the course of the Swakop River. Crossing the valley of the Kuiseb 
Canyon, we venture into the “Lunar  Landscape” with its criss-crossed gorges, 
looming mountains and unique Welwitschia plants - living “fossils” es�mated 
to be 2000 years old. In the late a�ernoon we arrive at the charming seaside 
resort of Swakopmund, with its dis�nctly Teutonic atmosphere, sandwiched 
between the desert and the Atlan�c Ocean. Colourful colonial buildings and 
interes�ng shops take us 
back in �me to when the 

town was a thriving seaport. Our hotel is near the sea, the perfect base for 
strolling and enjoying the cooler climate and cosmopolitan atmosphere.
                                                            
Day 5. Those who wish to take the op�onal Dolphin Cruise will leave a�er an 
early breakfast to join the boat at Walvis Bay for a memorable trip over the 

lagoon, seeking dolphins, seals, 
and marine birdlife with a local  
guide. Those who prefer a more 
leisurely start to the day will 
leave the hotel with our 
Landscape guide, and  travel the 
short distance to Walvis bay, where we will explore the many facets of the harbour 
and lagoon, the salt works and observe the diverse birdlife of the area. A�er lunch 
we return to Swakopmund for some leisure �me to explore the town, with its 
German and Swiss cafes, pleasant seafront, and interes�ng aquarium, museum and 
crystal gallery.

Stay at a guest house / hotel, Swakopmund (2 nights)

SKELETON COAST AND DAMARALAND  Day 6
We leave Swakopmund and move northward along the desolate shoreline of 
the Skeleton Coast, and on to Cape Cross, the site where the first European 
sailor, Diego Cào, made landfall on the sub-con�nent in 1486. It is also home to 
a breeding colony of some 
200 000 Cape Fur Seals. 
A�er a light lunch in Hen�es 
Bay, we drive  into the 
untamed desola�on of 
southern Damaraland where 
the Brandberg, Namibia's 
highest mountain, looms out 
of the desert haze. 

Our des�na�on is Twyfelfontein - with its stone age petroglyphs and other 
ancient phenomena, such as the Organ Pipes and Petrified Forest, and the 
Verbrandeberg (Burnt Mountain).  Our home base for tonight is near 
Twyfelfontein.                                   
Stay at a lodge near Twyfelfontein (1 night)                                   
                       

PETROGLYPHS IN THE DESERT  Day 7

We set out to explore the interes�ng area surrounding the lodge.  More than 2 500 
sets of rock engravings have been recorded in this - the first Namibian UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites, ranging from local wildlife, such as oryx, mountain zebra, 
rhino, elephant, giraffe and lion, to shamanis�c signs and symbols. These are mute 
tes�mony to the first hunter-gatherer and subsequent Khoikhoi inhabitants of 6 000 
years ago, who used the area as a place of worship and rituals.  
We now set out for the ‘big game country’ of Etosha Na�onal Park. Tonight we stay 
near the park.
Stay near Etosha Na�onal Park (1 night)



ETOSHA NATIONAL PARK  Day 8 - 10
Day 8. We enter Etosha at the Andersson 
Gate, and head for Okaukuejo Rest Camp, 
before heading off on a game drive to Halali 
Rest Camp. This takes us via various 
waterholes where game and birdlife are 
plen�ful. Etosha was first established in 1907, 
when Namibia was a German Colony. 
At that �me the park's original 100 000 km² 
made it the largest game reserve in the 
world. The park is now slightly less than a 
quarter of its original size, but s�ll remains a 
very large and significant area in which 

endemic wildlife is protected. Your guide will be taking you to Halali’s Moringa Waterhole to 
enjoy late a�ernoon game viewing, and you may wish to return here a�er dinner, to observe 
what nocturnal life the floodlights reveal.
Stay at Halali Rest Camp, Etosha Na�onal Park (2 nights)

Day 9. By now you will have se�led into the tranquil atmosphere of the park, 
and today is devoted to enjoying the best that Etosha has to offer. This morning 
we set off on a game drive, including visits to various water holes within range of 
Halali, with �me to observe and enjoy 
local wildlife. Sigh�ngs may vary from 
elephant herds to lion prides - from 
herds of springbok, wildebeest and 
gemsbok, to meerkats, mongoose and 
ground squirrels. Bird watchers will 
revel in the news that no less than 

340 bird species have been recorded here, with an impressive list of large raptors.  
By midday we return to camp, with �me for a leisurely lunch, and a rest or a swim.  
Later in the a�ernoon, we will be going on another game drive to see what else the 
park has in store for us.

Day 10. We leave Halali, and move eastward through the Park, game-viewing and 
diver�ng frequently to stop at water holes and 
quietly watch nature at work. At lunch�me we 
stop at Namutoni Rest Camp and explore its 
“Beau Geste” style fort, which was used as a 
police and border post before the park’s 
proclama�on. We now drive to Lake Otjikoto,  
a limestone sinkhole whose cliff-encircled blue 
waters create an invi�ng entrance to the 
subterranean water kingdom lying below this 
whole area. We arrive at Tsumeb, which, although focused on mining, is a very 
a�rac�ve li�le town, with well-kept gardens and tree-lined streets. The interes�ng 

museum contains many relics, which date back to the Imperial German Schutztruppe.
Stay at hotel, Tsumeb area (1 night)

OKAHANDJA  Day 11
A�er a leisurely breakfast we head south to Okahandja, where we stop at the best of the 
two woodcarvers' markets. Although one can cynically dismiss this as a “tourist trap”, 
look again! Many of these men are skillful ar�sans and ar�sts, and you will see them 
working with primi�ve tools to create both subtle small carvings, and enormous tree-size 
statues. It's also an opportunity to talk with these friendly people from the tropical 
Africa of Namibia's northern border. We stay tonight at a well appointed lodge just 
outside Windhoek. 
Stay at a lodge near Windhoek (1 night)                       

DAY 12.  A�er breakfast we leave our Lodge to board our flight. We arrive at our local airport at midday, where a Landscape 
representa�ve will meet you, and take you back to your home.                                                                                            HOMEWARD 


