
Begins in Cape Town   Duration 5 days   Highlights Matjiesfontein, SALT telescope, Tankwa, Kagga Kamma

This tour will show you the most dramatic Karoo landscapes; from the wide open plains of the Tankwa to the deep valleys and 
canyons of the escarpment.
We spend most of our days on the higher lying areas, where the air is crystal clear, and the night skies are astounding. The 
people we meet are a delight, and we take little-used routes and mountain passes to give you a very special opportunity to 
explore this remote Karoo high country - far from the frenetic pace of big city life. 
 
TO MATJIESFONTEIN  Day 1
We pick you up from home to begin our journey through spectacular Boland 
mountain scenery, and see the transi�on in the environment as we enter 
the semi-arid Karoo. Our route follows the historic trans-karoo railway line 
which dates back to before the Anglo Boer war when this was the life-line 
for moving soldiers and supplies into the interior.
We arrive in Matjiesfontein by mid-a�ernoon and have �me to enjoy the 
ambience of this “oasis in the desert”. The whole village is a historical 
monument and has many interes�ng nooks and crannies to inves�gate. 
You can stroll in the extensive gardens, take a dip in the sparkling pool or 
go on a more ambi�ous walk in the veld where thousands of Bri�sh soldiers 
camped during the South African War. 
Stay at the Lord Milner Hotel, Matjiesfontein (1 night)

WINDING ROADS TO THE HIGHLANDS  Day 2
We set off across the plains of the Great Karoo to Laingsburg. This village may 
seem a mere dot on the map to travellers dashing through, but in fact it has 
plenty to offer the interested visitor. We now wind along the quiet farm roads 
through the Moordenaars Karoo, along the canyon of the Dwyka River, and 
eventually ascend the steep escarpment to the Roggeveld. 
The pass cuts through spectacular geological deposits da�ng back to the �me 
before the dinosaurs. Your guide will give you a brief introduc�on to the 
fascina�ng geology of the 
Karoo, explaining the 
origins of these rugged 
mountains. We arrive in 
sleepy Sutherland, a small 
town typically built around 
its impressive church.    

Stay at Kambrokind Guest House, Sutherland (2 nights)
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EXPLORING SUTHERLAND & STARGAZING  Day 3
A part of our day is devoted to 
experiencing the fascina�ng world of 
astronomy, for which Sutherland has 
become famous. We tour the South 
African Astronomical Observatory, 
a collec�on of telescopic installa�ons, 
owned and operated by various 
countries and organisa�ons. The 
newest addi�on is the Southern African Large Telescope (S.A.L.T.), 
one of the most powerful in the world. 
During the rest of the day we take a tour of the town and surround-
ing countryside. We also explore the Boer War cemetery on the 
outskirts of town and there is �me for a stroll in the veld to enjoy the 
fresh air. This evening (weather permi�ng) we will visit a private 
observatory for stargazing through state-of-the-art telescopes.   

GANNAGA PASS & TANKWA KAROO  Day 4
We bid farewell to Sutherland, and set off on an adventurous drive along 
the escarpment on li�le used farm roads, passing oasis-like homesteads 

and the occasional flock of 
sheep. We pause in 
Middelpos before descending 
the escarpment via the 
spectacular Gannaga Pass. 
The views are superb as 
the winding road unfolds 
ahead of us, and we stop 
occasionally to admire the 
rare plants that inhabit this 
remote region. 
Reaching the plains below, 

the escarpment towers above us and provides  a spectacular backdrop to 
the varying landscapes of the Tankwa Karoo Na�onal Park. We cross the plains to ascend the highlands of the Swartruggens 
mountains, where we check into a private nature reserve set amongst drama�c rock forma�ons.
Stay at Kagga Kamma Private Game Reserve (1 night)

KAGGA KAMMA & KOUE BOKKEVELD  Day 5 
A highlight at Kagga Kamma today 
is a drive in the reserve and a visit 
to an ancient rock art site. 
We learn more about the 
significance of these crea�ons and 
the fascina�ng history of the San 
people. Later we descend the 
mountains via the Katbakkies Pass, 
and traverse the Koue Bokkeveld 
with its rugged mountain scenery. 
The spectacular Gydo Pass takes 
us down to the fer�le Ceres Valley, 
where we have our last lunch. 
A last scenic drive through the 
Boland brings us to Cape Town and 
our rendezvous point, where 
Landscape staff will see you safely 
to your doorstep.               
                
HOMEWARD BOUND...


